
Father Paul Heric 

Newman Center Chaplain 

Email: pheric@dioceseofspokane.org 

Cell: (509) 599-8437 

  837 Elm St  ▪  Cheney, WA 99004  ▪  (509) 235-8402  ▪  EWUCATHOLICS.ORG 

Dear Friends, 
 

As we joyfully celebrated the milestones of this academic 

year, we were saddened to say goodbye not only to our 

graduating students but also to the FOCUS team who have 

been serving and walking with them for the past two years.   
 

While saying goodbye is never easy, we rejoice with our 

students as they joyfully anticipate new beginnings in their Christian journey.  

Through their involvement in the Newman Center and accompanied by myself, the 

FOCUS missionaries, and Sr. Joanna, students not only get the opportunity to 

discover the richness of the Catholic Faith but most importantly they encounter 

Jesus Christ.   
 

It has been beautiful to watch the students divest themselves of their plans in favor 

of God’s plan for their happiness. There have been some students who have 

discovered the joy of following the call to marriage or priesthood, while others are 

abandoning themselves to God and awaiting the enfolding of His plan as they elect 

to serve as FOCUS missionaries. 
 

While there is no specific way to measure the impact of having FOCUS 

missionaries on campus, I know that their witness of generosity and complete trust 

in the Lord has highly impacted our students.  We are excitedly looking forward to 

the new year and welcoming a new team of missionaries as well as new students 

who are seeking Jesus. 
 

Your ongoing support of 

our students and the 

Newman Center have 

made it possible for 

FOCUS missionaries to 

have a presence on 

campus.  We are grateful 

for your support of our 

students and the center.  
 

I thank all of you who have blessed us by your financial support. Without you the 

mission of the “New Evangelization” at Eastern Washington University would not 

be possible.                
                 Cont. on back... 
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A special “thank you” to our donors: 

...cont. Fr. Paul’s message 
 

As Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI said to benefactors, I, too, “thank you...for the confidence you have shown in our young 

people and your trust in God’s grace at work in their hearts. Let us pray that the investment which so many of you have 

made in them will bear fruit in their own lives, for the life of Christ’s Church and for the future of our world.”    
              

             God Bless You, 

             Fr. Paul Heric 



As an EWU grad, I look back at my experience at Eastern and the Newman Center with great joy and 

love in my heart. I’ll never forget my first step into the Newman Center, I felt the love and joy of Christ 

Himself through all the wonderful people I met and grew in authentic friendship with. I knew I was 

lacking in my Catholic faith and I wanted to learn how to grow in trust and love for Jesus Christ more 

than anything.  

 

It wasn’t until my encounter with a FOCUS missionary that I started 

to recognize His love for me and my identity as His daughter 

through prayer, Bible studies, and one-on-one mentorship with that 

missionary. I then developed a consistent prayer life, surrendering everything to the Lord 

and trusting Him more every day. The missionary saw my growth and change that 

involved Jesus slowly starting to become the center of my life. In 2016, she invited me to a 

FOCUS event called SLS (Student Leadership Summit) in Texas and I went with excitement 

in my heart. It was at this event that I fully encountered Christ through Eucharistic 

Adoration and worship and fully dedicated my life to living for Jesus and with Jesus.  

 

I came back to Eastern after SLS and started to lead my own Bible study and becoming an 

evangelist for Christ. I decided to apply for FOCUS to continue my passion for spreading 

the love and Gospel of Jesus Christ with college students. I was accepted and will now be 

serving the students at Colorado School of Mines as a full-time FOCUS missionary! If it 

wasn’t for the Newman Center and that one missionary, I wouldn’t have come to know Christ the way I do now. I cannot wait 

to head to the big CO with three other missionaries to start spreading the gospel and making disciples of all nations! 

 

Clarissa Vela, 2017 EWU Graduate 

Clarissa with her 2017-2018  

FOCUS team who will be serving at 

the Colorado School of Mines. 

First and foremost, thank you for all your wonderful support. I am very blessed to be 

called to become a FOCUS missionary. Next year FOCUS is sending me to serve the 

students at California State Fullerton. Getting to this point in my life, thanks be to God, 

is a fruit of Father Paul, Sr. Joanna, and our five FOCUS missionaries at EWU who helped 

me encounter Christ through their constant outpouring of love for me these past three 

years. My new job allows me to share Christ with others. It gives me joy and life to be 

able to work for this organization. God bless you all, and thank you for your endless 

prayers and support. 

Thuan Le, 2017 EWU Graduate 

 

 

Thuan’s team will be serving on the campus of California State 

Fullerton (L-R): Mallory Smarto, Thuan, Erin Sarotte, Octavio 

Edginton, Emily, Ben & Benedict O’Neill, and Father Aaron. 

On June 17, I graduated with my Bachelor of Science degree in Applied Developmental 

Psychology. In mid-August I look forward to enrolling at Mount Angel Seminary in St. Benedict, 

Oregon, as a seminarian for the Diocese of Yakima! But getting to this point in my life wouldn’t 

have been possible if it weren’t for the immense love I received from my Newman Center 

family. 
 

Throughout my life, my soul has taken a trip on the insane roller coaster of spiritual warfare and 

for the longest time I attempted, on multiple occasions, to do things my way and on my own 

terms. Each time I did so, however, I found myself falling deeper into an abyss of solitude and 

getting lost in the immense void of loneliness. I was trying to carry the weight of the world on 

my shoulders instead of relying on the saving power of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Yet, God is 

gentle and patient.  
 

During the past three years at Eastern, God has shown me what it truly means to be a member of His Mystical Body. I was 

discipled and mentored by FOCUS missionaries and have been blessed with the gift of authentic friendships that began at 

the Newman Center. I was blessed to be sought after and guided by Fr. Paul and to have been cared for and prayed for by 

Sr. Joanna. They have all taught me how to share the load and trust in God’s Divine Providence. I leave Eastern with an 

immense amount of gratitude for the brothers and sisters God has given me who have also chosen to walk on the righteous 

path to sainthood! 

           Daniel Sanchez, 2017 EWU Graduate 

Daniel Sanchez “Every Christian is challenged, here and now, to be actively engaged in evangelization…” 

~Pope Francis~  

 

(L-R) Adriana Perez Puccini, Lesley-Anne Wharton, 

Lindsey Stein, Fr. Paul, Luke Russell, and David Cargill  

Thursday, September 14, 2017 from 5-8PM  
at the Paulsen Center 

For more information, contact Fr. Paul at (509) 599-8437 

The Newman Center has been filled with much 

excitement over the last several months as four 

of our students prepared for Holy Matrimony! 

It’s a joy to see these young men and women 

growing in their love for Christ and, in turn, 

deepening their love for one another. Please 

continue to keep them in your prayers as they 

begin this new journey in their lives! 

 

(Left): Mr. & Mrs. Tyler and Emily (Heine) Cline 

were married by Fr. Paul at St. Joseph Catholic 

Church in Colbert, WA on Saturday, May 13, 2017! 
 

(Right): Mr. & Mrs. Mitchel and Jocelyn (Baca) 

Wagner were married by Fr. Paul at Sacred Heart 

Parish in Prosser, WA on Saturday, July 8, 2017. 

As we prepare to welcome our new FOCUS missionaries in 

September, we remain in need of your financial support to make this 

year become a reality. In order to continue their mission of leading 

Bible studies, walking with students in their journey of faith, and 

making disciples here at Eastern Washington University, we need 

your help! We ask you join us in the “New Evangelization” by 

helping us meet our goal: 
 

Raise $60,000 this summer to pay for five full-time 

FOCUS missionaries for 2017-2018! 
 

Please consider contributing to the work of FOCUS by sending your 
donation today!  Use the enclosed envelope or donate online at 

ewucatholics.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/aperezpuccini
https://www.facebook.com/lesleyannewharton
https://www.facebook.com/lindsey.stein.75
https://www.facebook.com/luke.russell6
https://www.facebook.com/david.cargill.5

